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Abstract

This article examines the unique architectural structures known as Tulou, predominantly
found in Fujian Province, China, which are closely associated with the Hakka people.
Tulou represent a distinctive phenomenon in Chinese architecture and culture that can be
analyzed and explored from various perspectives. Renowned for their unique construction,
these buildings are typically circular or, in some cases, rectangular, with almost entirely
sealed outer walls. Life within the Tulou centers around a large shared courtyard. Each
floor features continuous balconies that connect individual apartments, reflecting the
defensive purpose of these structures, as the Hakka often had to protect themselves from

external threats.

Beyond their exceptional architectural features, Tulou communities themselves are a
significant area of study for cultural researchers and ethnologists, as the collective identity
shaped within such environments is particularly fascinating. Accordingly, this article also

delves into the lives of Tulou inhabitants, their primary challenges, and future prospects.

Keywords: Tulou, Chinese architecture, Hakka, Cultural identity

Description of Tulou
Architecture holds a prominent place in the history of Chinese art, vividly reflecting the
cultural, social, and political landscape of the country. It provides a window into people’s
lifestyles, habits, and daily lives. Across various historical periods, China has produced

numerous unique structures, many of which are renowned worldwide. The distinctive style



of Chinese architecture is marked by its originality and is considered one of the most
ancient in the East Asian region.

It is important to highlight that China is an expansive country with diverse climatic
conditions, which has naturally led to the development of varied types of residential

architecture. Among these, one of the most remarkable architectural examples is the Tulou.

Tulou (4% tiilou), translated from Chinese as "earthen tower," is a type of defensive
residence. These structures are most commonly concentrated in Fujian Province. The
construction of Tulou is historically linked to the Hakka (%% kéjia)?!, a subgroup of the
Han ethnic group. The Hakka people have been historically known for their nomadic
lifestyle. Initially, they lived in northern China. However, during the Tang Dynasty (618—

907 CE), frequent wars and natural disasters forced them to migrate south.

Upon their arrival in southern China, the Hakka often faced conflicts with the local
population, compelling them to transform their dwellings into fortress-like structures for
protection. These unique buildings stand as a testament to the resilience and ingenuity of

the Hakka people.

1 The term Hakka (% % Kéjid) refers to a group of Han people (Y ji% Hanzii) who migrated from northern to southern China between the 4th and
13th centuries in several waves. They primarily settled in Guangdong, Fujian, Guangxi, Jiangsu provinces, and other adjacent regions. The Hakka
people speak the Hakka dialect (Kejia hua % Z%1f), which is phonetically considered the closest modern Chinese dialect to Middle Chinese.
(https://chinese.ge/#/article/%E5 % AE%A2%ES%AE%B6)



The construction of Tulou residences began during the Song Dynasty (960-1279) and
continued until the 20th century. However, the most complex structures were built during
the 17th and 18th centuries. Tulou residences are categorized into two main types:
rectangular and circular, with the latter being the most prevalent.

As the name suggests, the core material of Tulou is earth and clay, though other materials
such as stone, brick, wood, and tiles are also used. The foundation and lower walls,
extending several meters above ground, are made of stone. This design serves a dual
purpose: providing additional defense against enemies and protecting the residence from
flooding during heavy rains.

Tulou structures have only one central gate. The walls, which rise 5—-10 meters high, are
solid and windowless, except for a few small windows positioned at considerable heights.
This architectural design underscores the Tulou's dual function as both a residence and a

fortress.

Tulou buildings are primarily three stories tall, although there are examples with four or
even five stories. The average height of a Tulou is 15-18 meters, with a circumference
reaching up to 200 meters. The walls are exceptionally thick, measuring between 1.5 and 2

meters.

Interestingly, the structure is wider at the base and gradually narrows toward the top. This
design enhances its stability, allowing the building to withstand strong winds, heavy rain,
and even earthquakes. The roofs of Tulou are entirely tiled, adding to their durability and

aesthetic appeal.



The interior of Tulou is characterized by its distinctive wooden balconies, which encircle
each floor, seamlessly connecting all the apartments. These continuous balconies are a

visually striking feature and one of the most iconic elements of Tulou architecture.

Although the balconies and many interior structures are made of wood, some rooms
feature stone or brick walls, particularly in areas where fire is commonly used, such as
kitchens. These fire-resistant materials significantly reduce the risk of fire spreading within

the building.

The inner courtyard of a Tulou serves as the primary gathering space for its residents. Its
layout and functions vary significantly across different Tulou structures. In some cases, the
courtyard is densely occupied by communal facilities, such as shared kitchens, washrooms,
livestock stalls, or storage rooms. Conversely, other Tulou feature more open courtyards,
with minimal structures, such as a shrine dedicated to local deities, an altar, or even just a
well.

The courtyard plays a vital role in the daily life and social fabric of the community. It is the
venue for essential gatherings, grand celebrations, religious rituals, and decision-making
on critical matters. This multifunctional space is central to the communal lifestyle and

collective identity of Tulou residents.



A single Tulou could accommodate an average of 500—600 residents, with some larger
examples housing up to 800 people. Typically, a Tulou was inhabited by members of the
same clan, who maintained close familial ties. Consequently, marriages between residents

of the same Tulou were extremely rare.

Male residents of Tulou generally spent their entire lives in their birthplace. They grew up,
learned a trade or pursued education within the Tulou, and, upon reaching marriageable

age, received support from their families to find a wife from another Tulou.

In contrast, women's lives were marked by more significant changes. Upon marriage, a
woman would move to her husband’s Tulou, leaving behind her familial home to adapt to a
new environment and an extended community of her husband’s relatives. Opportunities for
returning to her natal home were limited, making the transition particularly impactful on

her life. This practice highlights the strong patrilocal traditions within Tulou communities.



Social and Cultural Aspects of Tulou

The Tulou buildings offer us an intriguing glimpse into historical and cultural phenomena,
serving as examples of how the environment influences both lifestyle and architectural
forms. Born out of defensive necessity, the Hakka people created structures that were
nearly entirely isolated from the outside, leading to a lifestyle where much of daily life

unfolded around a single community and courtyard.

Over time, the size of Tulou structures gradually expanded, and as noted, some could
accommodate up to 800 people, who shared a single courtyard and space. This required
regulating internal conflicts and establishing rules for peaceful coexistence. The layout of
Tulou rooms, the circular courtyard, and the continuous balconies encircling the interior
perimeter meant that life inside was highly communal, with almost no private space.
Therefore, it became crucial for each individual to maintain control over their words and

actions, as everything was public.

The communal aspect of Tulou inevitably brings to mind the traditional courtyard houses
in Beijing, known as Siheyuan, particularly after it became Dazayuan, housing multiple
families in a single courtyard. Life in these spaces also underwent significant changes,
though the scale of Siheyuan and Dazayuan cannot compare to the vast courtyards of
Hakka Tulou. The dynamics of living together in such close quarters were similar, as
neighbors observed and shared each other's daily lives, both in moments of joy and

hardship.

Today, the number of residents in Tulou has significantly decreased. On average, around
60—70 people reside in these buildings, with most involved in receiving tourists, as Tulou

architecture attracts hundreds of visitors daily.

The decline in Tulou populations is linked to multiple factors. One of the main reasons is
the trend of younger generations migrating to large cities, a phenomenon common
worldwide. Additionally, over centuries of use, these buildings have aged, with both the
exterior and interior suffering considerable damage. Renovations are costly, as they not
only involve individual apartment refurbishments but also the entire building's
infrastructure, including sewage, heating, and water supply systems. Because of these
practical challenges, many residents choose to move to more comfortable living

arrangements.



Another key factor in the gradual abandonment of Tulou is the loss of their original
function as defensive dwellings. Today, there is no threat of external attack, making the
need for such a closed-off lifestyle obsolete. Moreover, for the young generation of the
21st century, the preservation of personal space is crucial. It is physically and morally
challenging for them to continue living in such structures, as the lack of privacy no longer

suits modern living conditions.

Conclusion

Although Tulou buildings have noticeably been depopulated in recent years, there remains
an elderly population that refuses to leave their ancestral homes. I believe this is of utmost
importance, as their contribution to preserving these structures is invaluable. Tulou
represents one of the most distinctive and remarkable architectural feats in the world, not
only for its structural uniqueness but also for its cultural and historical significance. It
reflects the historical, social, and economic conditions of the Hakka people over centuries.
Therefore, its preservation is essential. Fortunately, in 2008, the Tulou buildings of Fujian
were added to the UNESCO World Heritage list, ensuring their protection and continued
legacy.
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Abstract

It is widely recognized that the profession of a tour guide is of great importance in promoting the history and
culture of the country. The centuries-old culture and cultural heritage of the Georgian people require
significant knowledge and skills in order for the tour guide to convey objective and reliable information to
tourists, so that they can form an objective view of Georgia, its culture and diverse heritage. Since the Common
European Regulation: Tourism services - Requirements for the provision of professional tourist guide training
and qualification programmes (2008) has been in force in the EU member states. Accordingly, each member
state uses it in practice. This curriculum is approved and shared by UNESCO, WFTGA (World Federation of
Tourist Guide Associations) and UNWTO. This article is an attempt to discuss the feasibility of transferring
certain experiences in city excursions in European countries, both in terms of new means of transport (bicycle,
electric scooter), and in terms of the new offers established in the guide profession in a number of European
cities: guide-driver, guide-procurement consultant and guide-lecturer. Moreover, Article 36 of Chapter VII
“Regulation of Tourist Guide Activities” of the “Law of Georgia on Tourism” adopted in December 2023 requires
changes in the certification of guides and the entry into force of new regulations from June 1, 2025.

Keywords: City excursions; Professional mastery of a guide; Guide certification; Guide training and

professional skills.
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Introduction

The development of the tour guide profession depends on many factors, the first of which is legislative
provision. In the "Law of Georgia on Tourism", adopted in December 2023, Chapter VII " Regulation of the
Activities of a Tourist Guide" , Article 36. Tourist Guide - there is the following entry:

1. Tourist guide services on the territory of Georgia shall be provided in accordance with the requirements of
this Chapter.

2. A tourist guide is obliged to register in the Register of Economic Activities.
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3. Certification of a tourist guide is voluntary and is carried out by a personnel certification body accredited by
the Accreditation Center, a legal entity under public law. ( The law provides: Articles 36 and 37 shall enter
into force on June 1, 2025. )’

This article focuses on two most important issues: 1. How and by what principles should guides be trained in
Georgia; 2. How should the effectiveness of the excursion be checked. Accordingly, a tourist satisfaction index
should be determined and at the same time, criteria for the level of tourist satisfaction should be established.

The role of tourist guides is crucial for a country, as they simultaneously act as guides, mediators, interpreters
and brokers for the country’s culture and heritage. A tourist guide can influence the tourist’s perceptions ,
facilitate and enhance intercultural communication and understanding of the local population and culture. A
guide, during a tour, not only provides information, but also expresses the official tourism policy of the state ,
creating a “tourist image”. Therefore, appropriate education and training are important, which will allow him
to answer a variety of questions and respond to any challenge. (Mylonopoulos, 2011: 104; Mylonopoulos &
Moira, 2011). Greece is one of the best examples of training guides for cultural tourism with modern methods.
Therefore, the analysis of their results and conclusions, which are derived from the responses and assessments
of the guides participating in the research conducted in Greece. While Georgia does not have a modern system
for training and evaluating guides, we should benefit from the experience accumulated in Greece, Turkey, or
other advanced tourist countries. The role of a guide is not limited to guiding visitors to archaeological sites
and museums (Ministry of Tourism / GNTO, nd). He revives the history of the place in relation to the present,
deals with traditions, interprets the customs and traditions of the locals, promotes Greek products, Greek
gastronomy and Greek music and presents folklore, promotes the Greek language, and also explains to visitors
that they use many words of Greek origin in their language (Ministry of Tourism / GNTO, nd). At the same
time, a guide should have discretion and diplomacy in approaching historical truth on national issues, as well
as in promoting national interests. A tour guide is often called upon to address negative comments and
complaints about a country, as he acts as a liaison between foreign visitors to Greece. A tour guide is someone
who will provide guests with relevant information about their trip and will take these guests back to their
home countries within the framework of their travel experience. Accordingly, the multifaceted role and
influence of a tour guide makes them ambassadors of their country, always trying to protect and promote the
interests of their country. In conclusion, a tour guide is of unequivocally essential importance not only in terms
of the professional training that a professional tour guide must have, but also in terms of appropriate training
in Greek culture in order to fully and effectively respond to his work, which requires full responsibility.
According to the results of the above-mentioned study, it is clear that the changes made to the education of
tourist guides in Greece, by changing the study requirements of candidates, which aimed to reduce the teaching
time, as well as changes in the curriculum, professors, scripts, internships and foreign tours, have limited the
possibilities of tours and created two-speed guides, with a corresponding impact on the labor market. This
negative situation clearly forced the Ministry to reopen the Athens School of Tourist Guides in 2018 and the
Thessaloniki School of Tourist Guides in 2020 (Ministry of Tourism, 2019). It is necessary to conduct a new

7 https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/6012850?publication=2 ( Accessed 12 May 2025 )




survey, which equally concerns both graduates of traditional guide schools and fast-track programs, as well as
recipients of guide services (tourists and tourist offices), in order to determine their opinion about the level of

competence of guides in this important role.

Main part

1. Review of training programs for cultural tour guides in Georgia. Since the European Union in 2008 Year 7
In February, the European standard EN 15565 “Tourist Services - Requirements Professional Tourist Guide
Preparation And Qualification Programs "For ensuring" has proven that the main question has been resolved
in European countries: what issues and topics, with what methodology and for how long should we teach?
Our goal is to join the countries implementing the CEN/CENELEC standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland,
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland And United Kingdom.® This is educational. Program
Contains At least 600 Educational Unit (TU- training units ). (Italics mine, N.K.) One training unit Unit
Equals 60 A minute and he Maybe include: lectures, lessons, electronic Teaching, practical Studying,
private Studying and tasks. At the same time, the European Standard admits, that In some In the
situation This In the paragraph specified Deadlines Volumes I must Expand Historical, Cultural,
Geographical And Other Opinions Considering. Any In case, Practical Teaching Minimum Duration I
must to be Educational Program Total Duration 40%. (Italics mine, N.K.) This European standard
was shared by UNESCO, WFTGA ( Tourism Guides Association World Federation ) and UNWTO (United
Nations World Tourism Organization). I would like to clarify once again that this is the minimum standard
for guide training, which means that the duration of the guide training program should not be less than 600
hours and 40% of the training should be practical. Unfortunately, in Georgia, such The training of guides
under the volume program has not been carried out. I think we should realize that it is impossible to correct
the past, and now, when new legislation is being created, let's not make mistakes there and correct the existing
shortcomings. At the same time, I do not consider it appropriate to discuss the European standard in detail,
because it should be studied in detail by both the organizations implementing the program and each active

guide, so that we understand the responsibility that this profession imposes on us.

Another issue that tourist guide training programs, in addition to European countries, have in Asia, Africa and
Australia, etc.; In this regard, the Indian model is very interesting. “Where the duration of training is one year
and it is conducted by the Government of India: through the Directorate General of Training of the Ministry
of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship. The training program is allocated 1200 hours, which is twice as

long as the European standard and includes: professional skills - 840 hours; professional knowledge - 240

8 https://www.en-standard.eu/une-en-15565-2008-tourism-services-requirements-for-the-provision-of-professional-
tourist-guide-training-and-qualification-
programmes/?srsltid=AfmB0Ooq0W7ba38UDylg0y5Gdklg3YlJiad1Wt6zWe7kEf5eS0gTeg7Ws9 ( Viewed: 08.05.2025 )
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hours. and employment skills - 120 hours. After receiving the certificate, guides undergo mandatory training
of 150 hours annually. What is interesting in this program is the fact that training does not end with receiving
the certificate, the guide develops at annual trainings, works on updating his own excursion text, makes

changes to it and is informed about the news related to his activity.

2. News that has been dead in some European countries since 2008. In Europe In the city Tours Modern
Methods and Guide Competencies And Service Types The analysis was carried out using the data of a
professor at the University of Krakow - Armin Miko's Background Rorscheidt 's ideas. ’He described Three
Mixed The form that Years During They were offering North America And Europe Many Big In the city City
Guides And which In Poland , total In small , embryonic form appeared . This Last one In case , their Different
Nature Most Often No is Recognized and For them Specific Term No Used ; in fact , typical Guides Services
Simply With other options is combined to To be satisfied Specific Needs Each Accident According to :

a) Driver-guide: is a personalized option designed for individual travelers and combines the services of a hired
driver, a tour leader and, in the case of foreign visitors, often a translator and advisor, for example, regarding
local food options. This service is used by affluent tourists visiting the city (and often surrounding attractions)
individually or in small family groups. It can also be included (as standard in some organizations) in the program
of visits organized for VIPs, such as politicians, CEOs, celebrities, famous artists, hosted by municipal or
regional institutions or organizations, or those participating in various events or coming to the city as guests of
affluent individuals or companies. Increasingly, this service is also included as part of family gifts (for example,

as an element of honeymoon or family anniversary packages). Job requirements for a tourist guide-driver:

e High school diploma; Bachelor's degree preferred

e Atleast 1 year of experience in customer service

¢ Knowledge of several languages other than English is desirable
e Physically able to walk and stand for long periods of time

¢ Good communication skills

e Excellent storyteller

e Creative thinker and ability to improvise

e High organization!

b) Guide-lecturer (GL) services are intended for groups and are provided upon special request.
Traditionally, such a tour guide begins or ends such a tour with a (multimedia) talk, lecture or presentation.
The lecture most often focuses on the history of the city or a specific aspect of it or on a particular case. The
topics of the excursion may include biographies of famous citizens, specific aspects of the tangible or intangible
cultural heritage of the city or region, the origin of a specific work of art or literature, as well as a historical

or critical presentation of a collection or exhibition. Potentially, the service may also be requested by
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organizations that organize tours for representatives of the mass media and aim to promote the city and its
tourist attractions on the market; in the latter case, the guide’s personal experience in the relevant field, his
reputation and the organizer’s confidence in his competence are critically important factors when ordering

such a service.

Guide duties: In addition to traditional sightseeing (in this case, including sights and more
comprehensive information related to the topic specified by the client), the guide prepares and presents a
report or lecture, answers questions and possibly participates in discussions. The guide may also be responsible
for selecting a suitable venue for the lecture (conveniently located near the first or last attraction on the route
and possibly related to the topic of the lecture, for example, due to its history or the nature of its activities)
and for carrying out all relevant arrangements, which, depending on the client's expectations, may also require
cooperation with the staff of such venue, including, for example, the provision of food or on-site catering.
Skills and abilities required of a guide: In addition to regular qualifications, the guide in this case should have
an academic education (usually in a specific field of knowledge), experience in lecturing (ideally, several years
of relevant practical experience), and be proficient in the use of modern presentation techniques, as well as
contacts with educational or cultural institutions that make it possible to provide such services. For this
specific purpose, some clients are looking for a guide who has real achievements in research or popularization
of a specific field of knowledge (e.g., co-organizing exhibitions, contributing to a joint publication) or at least

someone who is passionate about a specific subject and has proven achievements (e.g., a popular publication).
c¢) Dramatized tours (Erlebnisfithrung)

Definition of the term: The English term is “adventure performance” or “adventure city tour”, and in German:
“Erlebnisfiithrung” (experience-oriented guide). The previously analyzed variants of the tour described by this
term confirm that the necessary components are: 1. a storyline created according to a pre-developed scenario,
2. historical stylization of the characters (their clothing and, most often, language) and often the environment,
as well as 3. sightseeing. As a result of the growing popularity of this form of sightseeing and the lack of in-
depth knowledge about it, many variants have emerged using this fashionable term, even though they have

little in common with the essential characteristics of the service.
What is not a dramatized tour?

- This is not a tour led by a guide dressed in historical costume or using a stylized guide method, or rather: it
is not limited to this. It is characterized by a guide dressed in the costume of a historical hero, or a
representative of a particular group, community or profession in the clothes of that historical period, as well
as a first-person narration, which is indeed an integral part of dramatized tours and is widely used. However,
this type of guide does not necessarily include a storyline, i.e. a dramatized scenario, according to which
visitors also participate in the reported event, according to a precisely defined course of action based on a
specific history, legend or fairy tale or a specific aspect of urban life, or with clear references to them.
Therefore, the “historical costume guide” or “stylized guide” should be recognized as another genre, which is

only partially related to dramatized tours (since it uses selected features of it). This method seems to be used



much more often in Poland than a true dramatized tour, although the latter term is almost always used to

describe it.

A dramatized tour is not the equivalent of a staged presentation during a living history event. The
latter is a performance based on historical records or a presentation that closely relates to the reality of the
period in question. Such a stage is set for spectators (visitors), who in some cases are asked to participate in
the presentation (by participating or performing simple activities), but are not obliged to simultaneously
participate in the sightseeing. Examples include living history presentations in Little Woodham, UK, where,
in a location originally set for a historical film, volunteers play the role of "villagers" dressed in period
costumes, acting as if they were living in 1642 and talking about the Civil War between King Charles I and
Parliament. In this way, they bring to life village life not only in that period, but also on a specific day in

history.

A dramatized tour is not the equivalent of a staged presentation during a living history event. The latter is a
performance based on historical records or a presentation that closely relates to the reality of a given period.
Such a scene is staged for spectators (visitors), who in some cases are asked to participate in the presentation
(by participating or performing simple activities), but are not obliged to simultaneously participate in the
sightseeing. Examples include living history presentations in Little Woodham, UK, where, in a location
originally set for a historical film, volunteers play the role of “villagers” dressed in period costumes, acting as
if they were living in 1642 and talking about the Civil War between King Charles I and Parliament. In this
way, they bring to life village life not only in that period, but also on a specific day in history .!2

3. Taking care of the content of the excursion, the presentation and storytelling methodology.

The content of the excursion depends on the collection and selection of materials available at the excursion
sites. Then on the transformation of these materials into an excursion text and finally on the art of transferring
the material to tourists. It is necessary for every excursion to have a pre-developed plan, or a technological
map, or a checklist, the task of which is to briefly answer seven questions necessary for the guide: 1. What
route are we taking; 2. Where are we stopping; 3. What is the object to be shown; 4. How much time is
devoted to the object; 5. What is the main topic or subtopic of the excursion to be discussed; 6. Organizational

instructions for the guide and tourists; 7. Methodological instructions. Schematically, this requirement looks
like this:

Possible name of the document: Plan, or technological map, or checklist

Route Stop Demonstration | Time | Excursion topic, | Organizational Methodical

object subtopic guidelines instructions
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Such a plan, drawn up and checked in advance, does not allow for deviations from the excursion route, skipping
stops and objects to be shown, or violating time management. Instead, it ensures the correct resolution of the
topics to be discussed on the excursion, organizational issues, and the correct use of the necessary
methodological methods. Using such a plan, it is also possible to analyze the excursion. The excursion should
be evaluated by conducting a tourist satisfaction survey. Unfortunately, no normative document reflects how
to evaluate the professionalism of a guide. Who should analyze the excursion conducted by a guide. Specialists
do not have the opportunity to do this. Most recently, my attention, as a researcher interested in the art of the
guide, was drawn to the author's program "Next Stop" by journalist Tamar Tsagareishvili on the air of Imedi
TV, specifically the program broadcast on April 13, 2025. The archive of the program can be listened to on the
Imedi TV website https://www.imedi.ge/ge/video/189196/shemdegi-gachereba--guga-sharashenidze

Accordingly, from 14.23 minutes to -17.00 minutes of the recording, approx. For three minutes, respondent
Gigi Sharashenidze - a researcher of geodynamic processes quotes a guide who was conducting an excursion to
the Gelati Temple (presumably with foreigners, because Georgians do not need an explanation for this) as
saying, "A few years ago, money was allocated for the restoration of Gelati, and these unscrupulous people
(probably government structures, N.K.) ate this money." To what extent was this fact verified for the guide to
say these words with confidence? After all, this is a verdict that has not been issued by the court! How justified
is it to accuse the government in general, or a specific person, in such a form of assertion, and what purpose
does it serve? This fact once again shows how important the guide's interpretation is. There should be
mechanisms to check and evaluate the information provided by the guide.

Research results

» The study revealed a discrepancy between the training programs for cultural tourism guides in
Georgia and the practices in the rest of the world. In particular, Georgia should strive to introduce
the European standard for guides EN 15565 “Tourist guides” in the country. Services -
Requirements Professional Tourist Guide Preparation And Qualification Programs "for provision";

> A step forward in tourism legislation was the adoption of the “Law of Georgia on Tourism” in
December 2023. Article 36 of Chapter VII of the Law “ Regulation of Tourist Guide Activities”
requires changes in guide certification and the entry into force of new regulations from June 1,
2025. This is a good opportunity to improve the legislation in Georgia to bring guide training
programs closer to European standards;

» The work of a tourist guide is constantly developing and changing. Guides choose narrow
specialties. As a result, they work in a number of countries: guide-drivers; guide-lecturer; urban
Quest And Dramatized Tour guides, etc. It is necessary to reflect the relevant requirements of these
changes in the legislation;

» The study revealed that in Georgia it is impossible to listen to the text of the guides without the
presence of specialists and outsiders; it is not clear what topics and subtopics are covered in a
particular excursion; it is also impossible to determine in what form changes are made to the
excursion texts; how scientific and reliable the guide text is.

Conclusion


https://www.imedi.ge/ge/video/189196/shemdegi-gachereba--guga-sharashenidze

5. Tourist guide is a creative, knowledge- and skill-based profession that requires specialized professional
training, and therefore innovative forms of training should be introduced at the country level;

6. The versatility of the tour guide profession should be taken into account when teaching the profession,
as the art of a tour guide is a completely real profession that influences the image of the country.
Priorities for the training program(s) should be developed;

7. Tourism in general, and the profession of a tour guide in particular, requires orientation towards the
tourist, providing him with reliable, verified information. Accordingly, it is unacceptable to
demonstrate narrow party interests and political goals during the excursion;

8. The Georgian government should take care of the introduction and implementation of European
standards for training as a tourist guide: this refers to the 2008 Guide Training Programs. Year 7 In
accordance with the European standard EN 15565 “Tourist Services - Requirements Professional
Tourist Guide Preparation And Qualification Programs "For provision" to be brought into compliance.
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Abstract

Successful international media outlets try their best to cover as many countries as possible and establish
their own local editorial offices. Many of them do this successfully, however, there are often cases when

the work of local editorial offices turns out to be unsuccessful.

Some of the content of foreign media outlets turned out to be incompatible with the Georgian media
space, which significantly hindered their operation on the media market. Since Georgia gained
independence, a number of foreign news outlets have attempted to establish their own local editorial offices,

however, several of them were soon closed.

The aim of the scientific research is to determine the functions, history, development trends, specifics,
authors and goals, methods and forms of its entry into the Georgian media space of a specific international
media brand. Also, using the example of the magazine “PLAYBOY”, we will learn and analyze what
reasons and circumstances may lead to the closure of Georgian editorial offices of international media

outlets.

While working on this publication, in order to achieve the goals of the research topic, it became
necessary to use various qualitative and mixed-type research methods. In total, | used five methods. | found
that the above methods were quite relevant for an in-depth study of the research issue and significantly
simplified the provision of answers to the research questions posed in the work. In particular, these methods

are: case study, historical analysis, critical discourse, comparative and content analysis methods.

Using a case study, the reasons for the failure of the Georgian editorial office of “PLAYBOY”

magazine were studied and analyzed. Using the historical analysis method, | analyzed the important trends
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in the establishment and further development of one specific international media brand, “PLAYBOY”

magazine, in the past decades and how it was transformed with the advent of the era of globalization.

I used the critical discourse method when analyzing various professional scientific literature related to
the research paper. Using the comparative analysis method, | compared the Georgian edition of
“PLAYBOY” with its original, American one. The content analysis method helped me to study and
characterize both the informational and visual content of the Georgian editions of the international media
brand reviewed in the study.

The use of the approaches and methods presented in the research helped me to present the issue under
study in a diverse and interesting way, so that not only the scientific community, but also anyone interested
in the topic in general, could understand and correctly perceive the issues. | also believe that the work will

contribute to the diversity of knowledge surrounding the topic and the activation of scientific discussions.

It is very interesting to study the main trends in the development of media outlets in general under the
conditions of globalization. Also, how the conceptual models of international media brands are transformed
into Georgian reality. It is precisely these issues that determine the relevance of the research topic. The
characteristics, principles of famous foreign media brands, the forms and methods of their establishment in
foreign media space (on the example of Georgia) have not been studied in depth by modern media

researchers.

The scientific approaches used in the article to study the problem of establishing the largest and most
successful media brands in the foreign media space include a broad contextual study of many aspects and
facets of the issue, and a conceptual analysis. It is particularly important to observe, through the scientific
apparatus, the processes of how the conceptual models of international media brands are transformed into

Georgian reality, and what specific features and characteristics distinguish this process.

Keywords: International media brands; PLAYBOY magazine; Transnational media corporations;

Georgian media space; Local editorial offices.
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Abstract

Recently, the Georgian media market is characterized with wide diversity. On top of the traditional media,
multiple news agencies and news blogs are actively carrying their activity. Despite of a large number of media
outlets, the central (capital-based) media is still dominating. It has a high budget and rating, and against this

background regional broadcasters have rather limited financial or human resources needed for their operation.

The local media is able to provide its own auditory with specific, local topics. Comfortable location enables it
to report on different interesting events or routine activities carried on-site operatively and with maximal load.
The stated is a comfortable instrument of dissemination of news for the auditory being interested in current

events or simply residents of a definite region.

Media is characterized with its massive character, consideration of diversified interests of the auditory and
forms of expression. Implementation of internet web made obtaining and processing of information immensely
fast and comfortable. Proceeding from this, dependence of the society, especially of young people, upon the
so-called gadgets, popularizes an opinion, that this part of the society is being separated from the traditional
media gradually. The youth represents an extremely interesting, diversified part of the society focused on its
constant development. Thus, preservation of the young auditory is very significant for the media, as well as

discovering and considering of their interests and aspiration.

Against the background when internal and external migration is high in the country, the media must actively
and frequently talk about the problems existing in concrete regions and challenges existing in front of the youth.

In searching of the ways of settlement of these problems obtaining of the information field is a beneficial way.


mailto:mariam.margia@ciu.edu.ge

A target of the submitted research is to represent a significance of reporting of the issues being interesting for
young people, the problems and challenges they face in their daily life, to discover whether “Atinati” prepares
programs and/or rubrics about local young people, the extent of the time spent and whether reporting of the

youth’s issues is a priority for the media outlets.

Expressing of the interest by the local media in the youth’s topics, its general activation, its implementation in
the state’s agenda, logically, will have an impact in the process of developing of the regional media, obtaining
of the auditorial trust and rising of their ratings.

Keywords: youth, regional, local, radio, reporting, Atinati.
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Abstract

New generation mobile 5G, Wi-Fi 6E and Wi-Fi 7 networks, as well as the next generation Wi-Fi
8 network, are increasingly becoming mass used. Both 5G technology and Wi-Fi 6E/7/8 have their own
advantages. New generation networks can enable various devices, depending on different connection
parameters and different requirements of the user or device. For example, such as network security, low

latency, high data rate, etc.

This paper discusses the possibility of combining modern networks and, through such networks,
creating more complete data transmission services, which will be individually tailored to the requirements
of all different types of services. Also, one of the main advantages of these networks is the presence of an
internal monetization system, which allows the creation of different tariff plans/packages within the

network individually.

Keywords: 5G SA (standalone architecture), 5G NSA (non-standalone architecture), Wi-Fi 6E,
Wi-Fi 7, Wi-Fi 8, Time Division Multiplex (TDM) MAC, SDN (Software Defined Networking)
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903500790 gdsl, MG M93me)300L sbgbl bbgosalbgs 0bMLEH®05d0. dMEM
SOHEgMEol 256353c0mdsdo  MBM3z60 FMALIHKYMGOIOO S 0bBOIEHMWYIEHMOS
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Cloud Computing in the World Market: Growth, Trends, and Challenges

Abstract

Cloud computing is one of the fastest-growing and most transformative areas of the modern
technological environment, revolutionizing various industries. Over the past decade, cloud
services and infrastructure have significantly evolved, becoming essential tools for small and
medium-sized enterprises as well as large corporations. The purpose of this article is to review and
analyze the trends, benefits, and challenges of the global cloud computing market based on existing
research.

Keywords: transformational, virtualization, industry
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Abstract

Issues of co-ownership of spouses are regulated by the Civil Code of Georgia. In case of a dispute
between the parties, the requirements expressed by the spouses are given importance. The main essence of
the co-ownership of the spouses is its acquisition during the marriage, unless something else is established
by the marriage contract. This allows each spouse to acquire the right of co-ownership of the property
acquired during the marriage.

Contrary to joint property of spouses, there is individual property of spouses, which is separated
from the regime of joint ownership. Its existence is due to the simple idea of leaving space for spouses to
acquire property independently of each other. Property owned by each spouse before marriage and property
received by each spouse during marriage by inheritance or gift are considered individual property. The
existence of individual property does not mean that it is inviolable. The paper aims to assess the challenges

of determining property acquired during marriage in the practice of the Supreme Court of Georgia.

Keywords: Marriage, Co-ownership of Spouses, Litigation.



Introduction

In the practice of the Supreme Court of Georgia, a special place is occupied by the division of the
share from the joint property between the spouses during the divorce. There is often a dispute about which
property can be considered co-ownership and, accordingly, the claim of the spouses. The purpose of the
study is to evaluate the methods of interpretation of Article 1158 of the Civil Code of Georgiain the judicial
practice of the Supreme Court of Georgia.

The Main Part of the Research

Aurticle 1106 of the Civil Code of Georgia defines the concept of marriage. The main elements of the
concept of marriage are: the voluntary union of a man and a woman, the purpose of creating a family and
the fact of registration in the relevant body.* By combining these three elements, the concept of marriage
is created, which means that without the fact of registration, the union of a man and a woman, even for the
purpose of creating a family, cannot produce the legal consequences that the Civil Code of Georgia defines
in the case of marriage.?

The fact of marriage registration separates the actual relationship from the one registered for the
purposes of this Code. This helps to separate and classify claims at the first stage in case of litigation. Also,
it provides a distinction between the starting point of the co-ownership regime of spouses.® From the
adoption of the Civil Code to the present, the legislative amendments made in Article 1106 were addressed
only to the registration body. Although the third sign of Article 1106 of the Civil Code (the fact of
registration) is not specified in the text of the Constitution,* However, without it, despite the presence of
the first two signs, the marriage will not be considered real.”> The fact of marriage registration may be
accompanied by a marriage contract, the provisions of which indicate different legal consequences,
although the marriage contract, which was concluded before the marriage registration, enters into force
only after the marriage registration.

The title of Article 48 of the Law of Georgia "On Civil Acts" is the origin of marriage. Marriage
registration by the Civil Acts Registration Authority is required for marriage to take place, where persons
wishing to get married must submit an application in accordance with the conditions of the law.®

The Constitutional Court of Georgia in the case "Tsiala Pertia v. Parliament of Georgia" made
important clarifications about the fact of marriage registration.” This decision of 2023 somehow
summarizes the legal issues of marriage registration and the origin of rights and obligations. The court

points out that marriage registration is a sign that is identical and universally applicable to groups

1 Civil Code of Georgia, 1997.

2 Nino Basiladze, "De facto Marriage" - Nature, Term, Signs, Subjects and Concept”, " Journal of Law ", No. 1 (2020): 110-111.
3 Giorgi Rusiashvili, "Property Relations of Spouses, Georgian-German Journal of Comparative Law", No. 10 (2020): 10-11.

4 Constitution of Georgia, 1995.

5 Besik Loladze and Anna Phirtskhalashvili, Basic Rights - Commentary (Thilisi: "Forma" Publishing House, 2023), 769-770.

6 Law of Georgia "On Civil Acts", 2011.

7 Decision of the Constitutional Court of Georgia on case No. 2/4/1351, 09/06/2023.
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identifiable by different personal signs. This sign is not used to determine a person's belonging to any
particular group, but independently ensures the perception of the origin of the rights and duties of spouses
for the purposes of the Civil Code. In the case considered by the court, the comparable groups are spouses
in registered and unregistered marriages. According to the judgment of the court, the fact of marriage
registration is differentiating between them. By this, the court indicates that it does not reject the
unregistered marriage of spouses as a voluntary union of persons in actual relationship, therefore the fact
of registration of marriage in the mentioned case did not attribute to persons in unregistered marriage an
essentially unequal group of persons.

The Constitutional Court of Georgia notes that “in order to consider the constitutional claim justified,
the plaintiff is obliged to present substantiated opinions regarding which aspect of the right to personal and
family life is limited by the absence of co-ownership of the property acquired in an unregistered marriage,
in what way such an arrangement prevents him from enjoying the named constitutional rights".® Similar
argumentation was not presented in the constitutional claim. The Constitutional Court points out that
according to Article 1151 of the Civil Code of Georgia, the rights and obligations of spouses arise only
from a marriage registered in accordance with the law of Georgia.’

The purpose of dividing the common property during marriage may be related to the desire of the
spouses to separate their share of the common property. In this case, after the division, the part of the
property that has not been divided and the property that they will acquire in the future are considered joint
property of the spouses (unless otherwise stipulated by the marriage contract). The purpose of this record
is to facilitate the use of the right to divide property between spouses during marriage, to record the right
of co-ownership, and more.™

It is important that the relationship existing during the marriage is interpreted in such a way that it
has certain consequences for the parties. For example, according to the definition of the Constitutional
Court of Georgia, the right to family life is an important legal part of personal life. A person's personal life
"includes connection and relations with family members and his “close circle”, then implies the relations
established between spouses as a result of marriage or actual cohabitation, the right to develop connections
with family members and biological relatives."* Family life is a private relationship established by
individuals with a separate circle and refers to the connections in the "close circle". These connections are
strongly characterized by a strong emotional and biological connection.*?

During the divorce of the spouses, the question of the division of common property arises. Common
property, as already mentioned, can be divided both during the marriage and after its termination. Marriage
is terminated by the death of one of the spouses, declaration of death of one of the spouses and divorce. In

case of death, inheritance rules apply to obtain the right to the property (co-ownership) of the deceased

8 Decision of the Constitutional Court of Georgia on case No. 2/18/1662, 25/07/2023.

9 Decision of the Constitutional Court of Georgia on case No. 2/11/714, 29/12/2016.

10 George Meladze, "Spouses Property Obligations”, "Journal of Law", No. 2 (2022): 84-85.
11 Decision of Georgia Constitutional the courtJudgment on case No. 1/2/458, 10/06/2009.
12 Decision of Georgia Constitutional the courtDecision on case No. 2/8/1444, 22/11/2023.
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person, and in case of divorce, the spouses establish their claim to specific property. A guide for the court
is the claim, by which the spouses express the scope of their claim.™ This scope is limited by the property
acquired during the marriage and it is on this that the mutual comparison is made.

The Supreme Court of Georgia considers the case in accordance with the principle of disposition,
competition, equality of the parties, the court cannot determine the co-ownership of a spouse on a specific
property if there is no corresponding request.

The Chamber of Civil, Entrepreneurial and Bankruptcy Cases of the Supreme Court of Georgia
focused on the issue of essentially correct interpretation of Article 1158 and justification of the decision.
According to the court, the apartment received from the cooperative by one of the spouses during the
marriage is co-owned by the spouses regardless of which spouse received it.*

According to the court, if the property is acquired during marriage, despite its registration in the
public register, it is still co-owned and the co-owner spouse has the right to it."®

The court considers that, based on the interests of the acquirer, the ownership right to the real estate
acquired during the marriage of the spouses arises only after both of them are registered in the public
register, otherwise, the register entries for third parties are considered correct. This means that, unlike a
bona fide purchaser, a bona fide spouse is legally entitled to protect his right from encroachment by
registering in the public registry. A bona fide buyer does not have this right.*®

The court points out that the property acquired during the actual cohabitation, which is registered in
the name of one of the partners, cannot be considered as co-ownership, because the regime of co-ownership
arises from the moment of marriage registration through the property acquired during the marriage.”

The court focuses on the special importance of establishing the actual circumstances of the
acquisition of property during the marriage. Without evaluating this issue, it is impossible to consider the
property as individual property of the spouse only by the registry entry.*®

The subject of the court discussion was the purchase agreement concluded between the spouses, the
subject of which was the property acquired during the marriage. Signing such a contract can be equated
with a transaction concluded with oneself in one's own name.”® The court considered the mentioned
contract invalid based on Article 54 of the Civil Code.

According to the court, the property acquired during marriage can be considered not only the
property registered in the register, but also the property that only one spouse enjoys, if this property, in the
case in question, the workshop space was purchased with common funds. According to the court, it is

appropriate to consider the whole space as an individual item of personal use.?

13 Giorgi Meladze, "Rule of Disposing of Property Jointly Owned by Spouses", " Journal of Law ", No. 1 (2021): 67.
14 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. 3k/658-01, 28/11/2001.

15 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. 3k/328-02, 01/05/2002

16 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. 3k-932-02, 09/12/2002.

17 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. 3k-1232-02, 25/12/2002.

18 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. AS-614-1271-03, 28/11/2003.

19 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. As-325-619-04, 16/07/2004.

20 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. As-414-738-05, 23/09/2005.
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Divorce does not deprive the spouse of the right to claim a share from co-ownership.?

The criterion of co-ownership of spouses provided for in Article 1158 of the Civil Code is the
acquisition of property during marriage, regardless of whose funds it was purchased, except for inheritance
or gifting.? Spouses have equal rights to co-owned property. Legislation does not limit the principle of
equality, even if co-ownership is created only with the funds and income of one of the spouses.

The property relations of the spouses have a relative character and arise between the spouses. In case
of violation of the co-ownership rule, the party with the violated right can demand the protection of his
right and the fulfillment of the obligation stipulated by the law from the spouse in a civil manner.?

Property acquired during marriage is considered immovable and movable property, which was
acquired with the joint labor and funds of both spouses. This should not be understood as if spouses have
an equal duty to provide funds. In general, the salary or other cash income belongs to the property,
regardless of whose name it is registered. The main function of the registry in relation to things subject to
registration is to guarantee civil circulation.?

The third part of Article 1168 of the Civil Code provides for the case when the property is acquired
without the participation of one of the spouses, and regardless of whether they are married or not,
prejudicial significance is not given to the right, but to the fact of the actual termination of marriage. This
is the prerogative of the court.

Joint property of spouses in a household produces different legal consequences. If there are other
family members registered in the household besides the spouses, this property is the joint property of the
household members and not the joint property of the spouses.? The legal difficulties and uncertainty related
to the household made the separation of the joint property of the spouses in the co-ownership regime
between the members of the household unclear. Often the joint ownership of the spouses was expressed by
combining the equal shares of the spouses in the household and demanding the separation from the common
property of the household, regardless of whether the property was acquired during the marriage or not. The
rule of allocation of property ownership and share.

The property of the spouse arising from the marriage is a joint right. Persons who are aware of this
right are obliged to take into account the preferential right of spouses, regardless of whether this right is
registered in the register or not.”’

It was noted in the case that one of the spouses alienated the jointly owned property of the spouses.
The Court of Cassation points out that a certain rule of calculation should be developed for compensation

of damages caused without the consent of the second spouse. *®

21 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. AS-409-756-05, 16/09/2005.

22 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. AS-335-660-05, 12/09/2005.

23 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. As-741-1010-05, 16/02/2006.
24 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. AS-33-483-06, 08/09/2006.

25 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. As-108-388-08, 29/10/2008.

26 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. AS-684-905-08, 09/02/2009.

27 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. AS-1058-1325-09, 23/03/2010.
28 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. AS-1136-1067-12, 11/02/2013.
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According to the court, the presumption of being the owner of the property of the spouses is due to
the special norms of the law defining the rights and duties of the spouses and the special status of the
protected object. Its purpose is to protect not only the spouses, but also third parties, so that they do not
find themselves in a position that is harmful to them.?

From a procedural point of view, the circle of circumstances included in the subject of the assertion
based on Article 1158 is defined as follows: the spouses must be in a registered marriage, there must be
common property, the spouses must express an interest in their share of the property.*

The Supreme Court explains that co-ownership of immovable property between spouses arises from
the purchase of property that they acquired jointly during the marriage. The legislator assumes that this
property is created with the joint funds of the spouses by running the family farm and working together.
This assumption is regulated at the legislative level, and the opposite assertion is the subject of the parties'
assertion.*

Within the framework of presuming joint ownership of the disputed property, it is important to
distribute the burden of proof on each party, including the establishment of the main principles of the
relationship of spouses in order that they are not used by the parties to substantiate their claims, but by the
court to evaluate these claims.®

In case of dispute, the fact of acquiring certain property during the marriage is sufficient to consider
the property as co-ownership of the spouses. The burden of proof to the contrary is on the person who
disagrees with the above. The regime of co-ownership of spouses serves the purpose of protecting the
interests of the family and it is derived from the concept of family. To outline the legal consequences of
family maintenance and common goals through the mechanism of marriage registration.®

In judicial practice, the issue of turning individual property into co-ownership occupies an important
place. In this case, the factual circumstances are of particular importance, otherwise the court is deprived
of the opportunity to independently determine the form, extent and scope of such conversion.

The co-ownership regime of spouses cannot be changed by the creditor's demand, because this
demand is part of the obligation of the co-owners and it does not have a prohibitive function for one of the
spouses to obtain the right to co-ownership.®

A marriage contract largely changes the legal outcome that would have occurred in its absence. The
nature of the marriage contract is determined by its direct reference in the Code. Instructions on the validity
of marital contact are given in the following cases: the marriage contract changes the general rule of
determining joint ownership of spouses; The marriage contract changes the rules for transforming the

spouse's property into co-ownership of the spouses; The marriage contract changes the rules for dividing

29 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. AS-290-276-2013, 23/12/2013.
30 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. AS-506-480-2015, 29/07/2016.
31 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. As-1169-1089-2017, 24/11/2017.
32 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. AS-1426-1346-2017, 02/03/2018.
33 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. As-180-169-2017, 19/07/2018.

34 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. AS-963 2018, 25/04/2019.

35 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. AS-140-2020, 17/06/2020.
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the common property of the spouses during the marriage; With the marriage contract, the spouses have the
right to determine the terms of income sharing, the manner in which each of them will pay family expenses,
and the property that will be transferred to each spouse at the end of the marriage.

The legal burden of the marriage contract is determined by the parties' interest in it. If there is no
marriage contract, then conditions different from the general rule cannot be established between the
spouses, even if one of the parties indicates this in the event of a dispute,*® For example, the court will
deviate from the principle of equality of shares only in cases expressly provided for by law.

The Civil Code outlines the criteria for the general division of the property acquired by the spouses
during the marriage, which has already been mentioned in the paper, thus the court can determine the legal
status of the property owned by the spouses and assign it to the appropriate group. Article 1158 of the Civil
Code allows the spouses to take into account the change of the legal regime of the property in the marriage
contract. At this time, the will of the spouses takes precedence and the marriage contract is the basis by
which the property acquired during the marriage will be recognized as shared property or vice versa. If the
relationship is not regulated by the marriage contract, the property acquired during the life of the spouses
together, which was purchased with joint labor and funds, as well as the property purchased by one of the
spouses in that case, will be considered joint property. i.e. The marriage contract also changes the basis of
Article 1158 of the Civil Code.

The mentioned reasoning applies in criminal cases. In one of the decisions of the Criminal Affairs
Chamber of the Supreme Court of Georgia in 2020, attention is focused on the violation of the rules
provided for in Articles 1159 and 1160 of the Civil Code of Georgia. The court of cassation pointed out
that in this case there was clearly a violation of the civil norms regulating co-ownership of spouses,
although this should not be considered a criminal offense, as it was the subject of a private legal relationship
between the parties. In the mentioned case, the property was acquired legally, but it was illegally disposed
of by one of the spouses. We would have a different case if the property was acquired illegally. In the
opinion of the court, I am involved in the civil turnover of the co-owned item, and the legal consequences
arising from it may be the subject of a civil dispute. This violation is not considered an object of criminal
protection.

More specifically, the citizen disposed of the co-owned item donated by his spouse. The court ruled
that this item was purchased for family use, so this item could not be an individual property. On the one
hand, the court focused on the civil legislation on the disposal of property jointly owned by spouses, on the
other hand, it pointed out that the disposal of property in this form cannot be considered arbitrary. The court
does not appreciate the violation of the rule of disposal of the property acquired during the marriage,
regardless of how it affects the spouses,¥But if the property is registered in the name of the spouses in an

illegal way, it will definitely become a subject of criminal assessment.*

36 Roman Shengelia and Ekaterine Shengelia. Family and Inheritance Law. Thilisi: "Meridian", 2017. 47-48.
37 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case Number 688AP-19.
38 Desicion of Supreme court of Georgia on case No. 713AP-19, 13/03/2020.
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With a restraining order issued by the court, it is possible that the abuser is prohibited from using the
co-ownership alone. This prohibition is due to the fact that during the issuance of a restraining order, it
becomes physically impossible to run a joint economic activity and dispose of common property with the
joint participation of both spouses. During the issuance of the restraining order, the person is prohibited
from approaching the spouse closer than the specified proximity. Therefore, it is unnecessary to talk about
the fact that they can dispose of the common property jointly. The restraining order issued by the court is
temporary, therefore, after the expiration of the term established by the order, the possibility of sole disposal
of the co-ownership arises again for the spouse.

The court did not share the opinion of the lawyer defending the interests of the convict, that the car,
which the prosecution argued against the defense, was the joint property of the spouses, which was
purchased during the period of cohabitation of the spouses, which is why the convict did not damage his
wife's property, but his own property.* According to the court, due to the fact that the said car was owned

by the victim's spouse, it could not be considered only the property of the convicted person.

Results of the Research

The research showed the problem of determining property acquired during marriage in Georgian
judicial practice. What difficulties arise when a dispute arises between spouses. The theoretical study and
evaluation of the mentioned issues is important in order to separate and assign this or that property from

co-ownership to one of the spouses in accordance with the request of the parties.

Conclusion

The division of the property of the spouses is of great importance, both during the marriage and after
the divorce in order to assess the demands of the spouses. The legislation directly defines the following
types of property of spouses: joint ownership of spouses; individual property of spouses; individual
property of spouses, which turned into co-ownership; items of individual property of spouses; Things
necessary for spouses' professional activities.

It is necessary to form clear views, for the cases that are still unplanned for the spouses, in order to
prevent further legal disputes. For a uniform interpretation of the articles of the Civil Code of Georgia, it
is desirable to establish guidelines and generalize the practice.
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Abstract

As aresult of 2012 parliamentary elections and since the beginning of Georgian Dream Coalition’s
rule, a sharp ideological and political confrontation between liberal and right-wing groups covered
Georgian political life. The situation is being hardened by a political polarization between former and
current authorities and at the same time by a continuation of Russian occupation. The given work aims to
research a representation of liberal ideology in the narratives/rhetoric of Georgian right-wing subjects.
Particularly, Georgian March — National Movement, ERI, Conservative Movement/Alt-Info along with
Alliance of Patriots and lastly, Georgia First are explored in this paper. Research work actively uses a
methodology of qualitative content-analysis, as rests more on primary sources and also review the
secondary scientific literature. The main finding of research work is that right-wing subjects frequently
speak with tactless vocabulary and abuse liberal ideology in Georgia. The main recommendation of the
research paper is that the political processes in Georgia should be conducted with politically correct

language, which would partially cool down the heated tensions between them in the future.

Key words: Liberalism, right-wing, ideology, Georgia
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Owen Lattimore's Research on the History and Geography of

China's Southern Borderlands: A Comprehensive Analysis

Liu Zhongxi,
Hainan Normal University
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Studies Center

Abstract: Owen Lattimore, a renowned sinologist, made significant contributions
to the study of China's borderlands. His research on the history and geography of
China's southern borderlands has provided unique perspectives and in - depth insights
that have influenced academic circles both at home and abroad. This article conducts a
comprehensive analysis of Lattimore's research, exploring his investigations into the
historical evolution, geographical features, and the interplay between the two in China's
southern borderlands. By examining the research methods and theoretical frameworks
he adopted, this study reveals how Lattimore's work has shaped the understanding of
China's southern border regions. Moreover, it analyzes the far - reaching impact of his
research on subsequent studies in this field, as well as its practical significance for
understanding the development and characteristics of China's southern borderlands.
Through this exploration, this paper aims to offer a more comprehensive and in - depth
understanding of Lattimore's academic achievements and their value in the study of
China's southern borderland history and geography.

1. Introduction

1.1 Research Background

Owen Lattimore stands as a towering figure in the realm of sinology, particularly
renowned for his path - breaking research on China's borderlands. His work has not
only expanded the frontiers of knowledge regarding China's complex territorial and
cultural landscapes but also provided a theoretical framework that has influenced
generations of scholars. While much of the existing scholarship on Lattimore has
concentrated on his studies of China's northern and northwestern border regions, his
research on the southern borderlands remains relatively under - explored, despite its
significance.

China's southern borderlands, encompassing regions such as Yunnan, Guangxi,
and parts of Guangdong, have a long and complex history intertwined with diverse
ethnic groups, cultural exchanges, and geographical peculiarities. These areas served as
crucial crossroads for trade and cultural diffusion between China, Southeast Asia, and
South Asia. Historically, the southern borderlands witnessed the rise and fall of various
local kingdoms, the expansion of the Chinese imperial influence, and the continuous
interactions between different ethnic communities. Geographically, the region is
characterized by its mountainous terrains, tropical and subtropical climates, and rich
natural resources, all of which have had a profound impact on the social, economic, and
cultural development of the area.



Against this backdrop, Lattimore's research on the southern borderlands emerges
as a valuable source of information and analysis. His work offers a unique vantage point
to understand the historical processes that have shaped these regions, as well as the
geographical factors that have influenced human activities and social formations.
However, due to the limited attention paid to this aspect of his research, there is a need
to systematically review and analyze his contributions to gain a more comprehensive
understanding of China's southern borderland history and geography.

1.2 Research Objectives

The primary objective of this research is to conduct a comprehensive and in - depth
analysis of Owen Lattimore's research on the history and geography of China's southern
borderlands. This involves several specific goals. Firstly, it aims to systematically
summarize and analyze Lattimore's findings regarding the historical evolution of the
southern borderlands. This includes exploring his interpretations of key historical
events, the development of ethnic relations, and the political and economic changes that
have occurred over time.

Secondly, the study seeks to examine Lattimore's understanding of the
geographical features of the southern borderlands and how he analyzed the relationship
between geography and human activities. By doing so, it will reveal how he integrated
geographical factors into his historical analysis, providing a more holistic view of the
region's development.

Thirdly, this research intends to identify and analyze the research methods and
theoretical perspectives that Lattimore employed in his studies. Understanding his
research approach will not only help to evaluate the validity and reliability of his
findings but also provide insights into how his methods can be applied or adapted in
contemporary research on China's borderlands.

Finally, the study aims to assess the impact and significance of Lattimore's
research on the academic community and the practical understanding of China's
southern borderlands. This includes analyzing how his work has influenced subsequent
research in the field, as well as its implications for policies and practices related to
borderland development, ethnic relations, and cultural preservation. Through achieving
these objectives, this research hopes to fill the existing research gaps and contribute to
a more comprehensive and nuanced understanding of China's southern borderlands
from Lattimore's perspective.

2. Lattimore's Research on the History of China's Southern

Borderlan

2.1 Exploration of Historical Evolution

Lattimore's exploration of the historical evolution of China's southern borderlands
is a rich tapestry of in - depth analysis and nuanced interpretations. He recognized that
the history of these regions was not a linear progression but rather a complex interplay
of various forces, including ethnic migrations, cultural exchanges, and political
expansions.

In the pre - Qin era, Lattimore delved into the existence of numerous indigenous



tribes in the southern borderlands, often collectively referred to as "Baiyue" in Chinese
historical records. He posited that these tribes had their own unique social structures,
economies, and cultural practices, which were shaped by the local geographical
environment. For instance, the mountainous terrains and rich river systems in the region
influenced their settlement patterns, with many tribes establishing communities along
riverbanks for easy access to water resources and transportation. Lattimore analyzed
how these early communities engaged in local trade, exchanging goods such as
agricultural products, handicrafts, and natural resources, which laid the foundation for
future economic and cultural interactions.

The Qin and Han dynasties marked a significant turning point in the history of the
southern borderlands, and Lattimore's research on this period is particularly
illuminating. He emphasized the role of the Qin Dynasty's expansion southward as a
major catalyst for change. The construction of the Lingqu Canal, which connected the
Xiang River and the Li River, was not merely a feat of engineering but a strategic move
that had far - reaching consequences. Lattimore argued that this canal not only
facilitated the movement of troops and the transportation of goods but also served as a
conduit for cultural diffusion. It enabled the central government to exert more direct
control over the southern borderlands, leading to the migration of Han people to these
areas. As aresult, a process of cultural integration began, with the Han culture gradually
influencing the local ethnic groups while simultaneously absorbing elements of their
cultures. Lattimore analyzed archaeological findings, such as the bronze wares
unearthed in Jinning, Yunnan, to illustrate the high level of cultural exchange during
this time. These artifacts, with their blend of Han - influenced craftsmanship and local
artistic styles, provided tangible evidence of the complex interactions between the
central plains and the southern borderlands.

During the Tang and Song dynasties, Lattimore focused on the rise and
development of local kingdoms in the southern borderlands, such as the Nanzhao
Kingdom in Yunnan and the Dali Kingdom that succeeded it. He saw these kingdoms
as entities that maintained a delicate balance between independence and interaction
with the central plains. The Nanzhao Kingdom, for example, had its own political
system, military structure, and cultural identity. Lattimore analyzed how it managed to
resist external pressures while also engaging in extensive trade and cultural exchanges
with the Tang Dynasty. The construction of the Tea - Horse Road during this period was
a crucial aspect of his research. He recognized this trade route as not only an economic
artery but also a cultural corridor that facilitated the spread of religions, technologies,
and languages. Through the study of historical records and the analysis of religious and
architectural remnants, Lattimore demonstrated how Buddhism, which was introduced
from India via Southeast Asia, influenced the religious beliefs and cultural practices of
the local people in the southern borderlands. The Chongsheng Temple Three Pagodas
in Dali, with their unique architectural style that combined Indian, Tibetan, and Chinese
elements, were a prime example of the cultural syncretism that occurred along the Tea
- Horse Road, as analyzed by Lattimore.

In the modern era, from 1840 to 1949, Lattimore's research on the southern
borderlands took on a new dimension. He examined the impact of Western powers'



invasions on these regions. The Sino - French War in the late 19th century, for instance,
had a profound impact on the border areas of Guangxi and Yunnan. Lattimore analyzed
how the signing of the Treaty of Tientsin in 1885 opened up several ports in the southern
borderlands to French trade, leading to an influx of foreign goods and capital. This, in
turn, disrupted the local traditional economic structures. He studied the growth of a new
class of comprador - bourgeoisie in the border regions, who collaborated with foreign
powers for their own economic interests. Lattimore also paid attention to the resistance
movements of local ethnic groups against foreign aggression. He documented how
these groups, with their strong sense of identity and territorial attachment, organized
various forms of resistance, which not only demonstrated their resilience but also had
a significant impact on the political landscape of the southern borderlands.

2.2 Analysis of Key Historical Events and Figures

Lattimore's analysis of key historical events and figures in the southern
borderlands provides a deeper understanding of the region's history. For example, in his
study of the Nanzhao - Tang relations, he closely examined the role of key figures on
both sides. He analyzed how the Nanzhao rulers, such as Pimiluo, skillfully navigated
the complex political situation, playing off the Tang Dynasty against other neighboring
forces to maintain the independence and growth of the Nanzhao Kingdom. At the same
time, he also studied the policies and strategies of Tang emperors and their local
governors in dealing with Nanzhao. Lattimore's research revealed that the relationship
between Nanzhao and the Tang was a complex one, characterized by both cooperation
and conflict. Their interactions had a significant impact on the political, economic, and
cultural development of the southern borderlands, influencing the balance of power in
the region and shaping the cultural exchanges between different ethnic groups.

Another important aspect of Lattimore's research was his analysis of the role of
ethnic leaders in the southern borderlands. He recognized that these leaders played a
crucial role in maintaining the social order, promoting cultural traditions, and leading
their communities in times of crisis. For instance, among the Dai people, local
chieftains had a long - standing tradition of governance. Lattimore studied how these
chieftains managed local affairs, mediated disputes, and preserved the unique cultural
heritage of the Dai people. He also analyzed how their leadership styles and decision -
making processes were influenced by both local cultural values and external political
forces. During periods of external pressure, such as the expansion of the Chinese
imperial influence or the incursions of foreign powers, these ethnic leaders often had to
make difficult choices to protect the interests of their communities. Lattimore's research
on these leaders not only provided insights into the internal dynamics of ethnic groups
in the southern borderlands but also highlighted the importance of understanding the
role of local leadership in the broader historical context.

In addition, Lattimore analyzed the impact of historical events such as the Opium
Wars on the southern borderlands. He pointed out that the Opium Wars not only had a
national - wide impact but also had specific consequences for the southern border
regions. The opening of ports in the south to foreign trade as a result of the wars led to
the growth of coastal cities and the transformation of the local economy. It also brought
about changes in social structures, as new social classes emerged and traditional social



hierarchies were disrupted. Lattimore's detailed analysis of these events and their
consequences helps to paint a more comprehensive picture of the historical
development of the southern borderlands, showing how local events were intertwined
with national and international historical trends.

3. Lattimore's Research on the Geography of China's Southern

Borderlands

3.1 Geographical Features and Their Influence

Lattimore's exploration of the geographical features of China's southern
borderlands reveals a profound understanding of how these natural elements have
shaped the region's development. He recognized that the complex topography, diverse
climate, and abundant natural resources of the southern borderlands were not merely
passive backdrops but active forces that influenced human settlement, economic
activities, and cultural practices.

The mountainous terrain of the southern borderlands, particularly in regions like
Yunnan and western Guangxi, was a focal point of Lattimore's study. He analyzed how
the towering mountain ranges, such as the Wumeng Mountains, the Ailao Mountains,
and the Yunling Mountains, formed a natural barrier that both isolated and protected
local communities. These mountains influenced settlement patterns, with many ethnic
groups establishing villages in valleys or on gentle slopes where the land was more
suitable for agriculture and construction. Lattimore noted that the rugged terrain also
affected transportation and communication, making travel between different areas
challenging. This isolation led to the development of unique local cultures, as
communities had limited interaction with the outside world for extended periods. For
example, the Hani people in Yunnan's mountainous regions developed their distinctive
terraced field system, which was a remarkable adaptation to the steep slopes. Lattimore
studied how this system not only maximized agricultural productivity but also became
an integral part of the Hani's cultural identity, shaping their social organization,
religious beliefs, and daily life.

The karst landscapes in Guangxi also drew Lattimore's attention. He recognized
the unique geological formations, including limestone peaks, sinkholes, and
underground caves, as significant geographical features that influenced human
activities. The presence of limestone affected the availability of water resources, as
water tended to seep through the porous rock, creating underground rivers and springs.
Lattimore analyzed how local communities adapted to this situation by developing
water - storage and irrigation systems that took advantage of these natural water sources.
The karst landscapes also had an impact on the local economy, with limestone being
used for construction and the development of the tourism industry. The Reed Flute Cave
in Guilin, a world - famous karst cave, attracted visitors from around the world, and
Lattimore explored how such natural attractions influenced the economic development
and cultural exchange of the region.

In terms of climate, Lattimore studied the tropical and subtropical monsoon
climate of the southern borderlands. He analyzed how the distinct wet and dry seasons



affected agricultural production, settlement patterns, and the spread of diseases. The
warm and humid climate in the region was conducive to the growth of a wide variety
of crops, such as rice, tea, and tropical fruits. Lattimore noted that the agricultural
calendar of local ethnic groups was closely tied to the climate cycle, with planting and
harvesting seasons carefully planned according to the rainfall and temperature patterns.
However, the climate also brought challenges, such as the risk of floods during the rainy
season and droughts during the dry season. Lattimore explored how communities
developed coping mechanisms, such as building flood - resistant structures and
implementing water - conservation measures, to deal with these climate - related
challenges.

3.2 The Relationship between Geography and Borderland Development

Lattimore emphasized the intricate relationship between geography and the
development of the southern borderlands. He believed that geographical factors played
a crucial role in shaping the economic, social, and cultural trajectories of the region.

Geography influenced the economic development of the southern borderlands in
multiple ways. The natural resources available in the region, such as minerals, forests,
and water, provided the foundation for various industries. Lattimore studied the mining
industry in Yunnan, which was rich in minerals like tin, copper, and lead. He analyzed
how the extraction and trade of these minerals affected the local economy, creating
employment opportunities and facilitating the growth of related industries. The forest
resources in the region also supported activities such as logging, forestry products
manufacturing, and the development of ecotourism. Lattimore explored how the
exploitation of these resources interacted with the local environment and social
structures, highlighting the need for sustainable development strategies.

Transportation, a key aspect of borderland development, was also deeply
influenced by geography. Lattimore recognized that the mountainous terrain and river
systems in the southern borderlands presented both opportunities and challenges for
transportation. The ancient trade routes, such as the Tea - Horse Road and the Southern
Silk Road, were established along natural corridors that minimized the difficulties of
travel. Lattimore analyzed how these routes developed over time, adapting to the
geographical features of the region. In modern times, the construction of transportation
infrastructure, such as railways, highways, and airports, had to take into account the
complex topography. Lattimore's research provided insights into how geographical
factors influenced the planning and construction of transportation networks, and how
these networks, in turn, affected the economic development and social integration of
the southern borderlands.

Geography also played a role in shaping social and cultural developments in the
southern borderlands. The isolation created by the geographical features led to the
preservation of unique ethnic cultures and traditions. Lattimore studied how different
ethnic groups in the region developed their own languages, religions, and social
customs, which were often closely related to the local environment. For example, the
Dai people's water - splashing festival in Xishuangbanna was not only a cultural event
but also a reflection of their adaptation to the tropical climate and abundant water
resources. Lattimore's research on the relationship between geography and culture



helped to explain the diversity of the southern borderlands and the resilience of local
cultures in the face of external influences.

In addition, Lattimore analyzed how geography influenced the strategic
importance of the southern borderlands. The region's proximity to Southeast Asian
countries made it a crucial area for international trade, cultural exchange, and political
relations. The natural barriers and strategic locations along the border affected the
movement of people, goods, and ideas. Lattimore's research on this aspect provided a
geographical perspective on the historical and contemporary significance of the
southern borderlands in China's foreign relations and regional cooperation.

4. Research Methods and Theoretical Perspectives Adopted by

Lattimore

4.1 Field Investigation and Its Role

Lattimore's commitment to field investigation was a cornerstone of his research

on China's southern borderlands, significantly shaping the depth and authenticity of his
findings. Recognizing the limitations of relying solely on historical documents and
secondary sources, he embarked on extensive travels throughout the region, immersing
himself in the local environments, cultures, and communities.
His fieldwork in the southern borderlands was a meticulous and time - consuming
process. He would spend extended periods in various ethnic settlements, living among
the local people, observing their daily routines, and participating in their social and
cultural activities. For example, when studying the Dai ethnic group in Xishuangbanna,
Lattimore lived in Dai villages, learning about their traditional architecture, agricultural
practices, and religious ceremonies firsthand. By engaging with the Dai people directly,
he was able to gain insights into the subtleties of their cultural identity, which might
have been overlooked in written records. He observed how the Dai's unique stilt houses
were not only a form of accommodation but also a reflection of their adaptation to the
local hot and humid climate and social structure, with the ground floor often used for
livestock and storage, and the upper floor for living and social gatherings.

Lattimore's field investigations also involved interacting with different ethnic
groups across the southern borderlands. He conversed with local leaders, elders, and
common villagers, collecting oral histories, folklores, and traditional knowledge. These
oral accounts provided valuable complementary information to historical documents,
filling in the gaps and offering a more comprehensive understanding of the region's past.
For instance, among the Hani people, he recorded their legends about the origin of their
terraced fields, which not only added a cultural and mythological dimension to his study
of the Hani's agricultural system but also helped him understand the deep spiritual
connection the Hani had with their land.

The field investigation also enabled Lattimore to observe the geographical features
of the southern borderlands in person. He traversed the mountainous terrains, explored
the karst landscapes, and navigated the river systems. This hands - on experience
allowed him to analyze how these geographical elements influenced human activities
more accurately. He could directly witness how the rugged mountains affected



transportation and settlement patterns, and how the availability of water resources in
karst areas shaped the local communities' livelihoods. His on - the - ground observations
were then integrated with historical and cultural research, creating a more holistic and
nuanced understanding of the region.

4.2 Theoretical Frameworks and Their Application

Lattimore employed several theoretical frameworks in his research on the southern
borderlands, which provided a structured approach to analyzing the complex historical
and geographical phenomena. One of the key theoretical perspectives he utilized was
the concept of "frontier" as a dynamic zone of interaction. He saw the southern
borderlands not as static peripheries but as regions where different cultures, ethnic
groups, and political forces converged and interacted. This perspective allowed him to
explore the processes of cultural exchange, ethnic integration, and political competition
that occurred in the borderlands over time.

Applying this frontier theory, Lattimore analyzed the historical interactions
between the Han Chinese and the various ethnic minorities in the southern borderlands.
He studied how the expansion of the Chinese imperial influence into the region led to
a series of cultural and social changes. The Han's introduction of new technologies,
agricultural methods, and administrative systems interacted with the existing cultures
and social structures of the local ethnic groups. Lattimore observed that rather than a
one - way process of assimilation, there was a mutual influence and adaptation. For
example, in the Nanzhao - Tang relations, he analyzed how the Nanzhao Kingdom
absorbed elements of Han culture, such as Confucianism and Chinese administrative
models, while also maintaining its own unique identity and political autonomy. At the
same time, the Nanzhao's culture and military power also had an impact on the Tang
Dynasty's perception and policies towards the southern borderlands.

Another theoretical framework Lattimore applied was the relationship between
environment and human society. He recognized that the geographical environment of
the southern borderlands, including its topography, climate, and natural resources, had
a profound influence on human activities and social development. He used this theory
to explain the formation of different settlement patterns, economic activities, and
cultural practices in the region. For instance, the mountainous terrain and limited arable
land in some areas led to the development of terrace farming among ethnic groups like
the Hani, while the abundant water resources in other regions supported the growth of
rice - based agriculture, such as in the Dai areas. Lattimore also analyzed how
environmental changes, such as climate fluctuations and natural disasters, could disrupt
social orders and trigger migrations or changes in economic strategies.

In addition, Lattimore's research incorporated elements of historical materialism.
He analyzed the economic base and social relations in the southern borderlands to
understand the historical development of the region. He studied how the exploitation of
natural resources, trade activities, and the emergence of different social classes
influenced the political and cultural landscapes. For example, the growth of the mining
industry in Yunnan led to the formation of new social groups, and their interests and
power struggles shaped the local political situation and cultural developments. By
applying these theoretical frameworks, Lattimore was able to construct a



comprehensive and systematic analysis of the history and geography of China's
southern borderlands, contributing significantly to the academic understanding of these
complex regions.

5. The Impact, Significance, Limitations, and Future Directions

of Lattimore's Research

5.1 Influence on the Academic Community at Home and Abroad

Owen Lattimore's research on the history and geography of China's southern
borderlands has had a far - reaching impact on the academic community both in China
and abroad. His work has challenged traditional views and opened up new avenues of
research, inspiring generations of scholars to explore the complex dynamics of
borderland regions.

Abroad, Lattimore's research was among the first to provide in - depth and
systematic analysis of China's borderlands from a Western perspective. His use of
fieldwork, combined with a comprehensive theoretical framework, set a new standard
for borderland studies. His ideas about the "frontier" as a zone of interaction influenced
Western scholars' understanding of cross - cultural exchanges and ethnic relations in
border regions. For example, his research on the southern borderlands' ethnic
interactions and cultural syncretism has been widely cited in studies on borderland
anthropology and history. His work encouraged Western academics to pay more
attention to the unique historical and geographical characteristics of China's border
regions, rather than viewing them simply as peripheral extensions of the central state.

In China, Lattimore's research also had a significant impact, especially in
promoting cross - disciplinary research. His integration of history, geography,
anthropology, and other disciplines inspired Chinese scholars to adopt a more
comprehensive approach to studying the southern borderlands. His analysis of
historical events, ethnic relations, and geographical features provided a new perspective
for Chinese researchers, who began to re - evaluate the region's history and its role in
China's overall development. Many Chinese scholars have drawn on his research
methods, such as field investigation and the use of theoretical frameworks, to conduct
more in - depth studies on the southern borderlands. His work also contributed to the
growth of borderland studies as an important academic field in China, leading to the
establishment of research institutions and the publication of numerous academic works
focusing on the region.

5.2 Practical Significance for Understanding China's Southern Borderlands

Lattimore's research has important practical significance for understanding the
development and characteristics of China's southern borderlands. His analysis of the
historical evolution of the region helps in formulating appropriate policies for
borderland governance. By understanding the long - standing ethnic relations, cultural
exchanges, and political changes in the southern borderlands, policymakers can make
more informed decisions to promote ethnic harmony, social stability, and economic
development. For example, his research on the traditional governance models of ethnic
minorities can provide valuable references for modern ethnic autonomous policies,



ensuring that local cultures and traditions are respected and protected while promoting
modernization.

In terms of economic development, Lattimore's study of the geographical features
and their impact on economic activities offers practical insights. His analysis of the
natural resources, transportation networks, and settlement patterns in the southern
borderlands can guide the rational planning of regional economic development. For
instance, his research on the potential of the region's natural resources, such as minerals
and forests, can inform sustainable resource exploitation strategies. His understanding
of the historical trade routes can also inspire the development of modern cross - border
economic cooperation, promoting economic integration between China's southern
borderlands and neighboring Southeast Asian countries.

5.3 Limitations and Future Research Directions

Despite its many contributions, Lattimore's research also has certain limitations.
One of the main limitations is the relatively limited access to some local - specific
historical materials and the language barriers he faced. His research was mainly based
on available historical documents and his field observations, but there might have been
some local historical records and oral traditions that he could not fully access due to
language difficulties or the inaccessibility of certain regions at that time. This could
potentially lead to an incomplete understanding of some aspects of the southern
borderlands' history and culture.

In addition, the theoretical frameworks he used, while innovative at the time, may
need to be updated and refined in the context of contemporary research. With the
development of new academic theories and research methods, there is a need to re -
evaluate and expand on Lattimore's work. Future research could incorporate more
advanced geographical information systems (GIS) and remote - sensing technologies
to gain a more accurate understanding of the geographical features of the southern
borderlands. It could also draw on new theories in anthropology, sociology, and history
to further explore the complex social and cultural dynamics in the region.

Future research directions could also focus on the contemporary challenges and
opportunities faced by China's southern borderlands. As the region continues to develop
and interact more closely with the global community, there is a need to study issues
such as cross - border migration, environmental protection, and cultural heritage
preservation in the context of modernization. By building on Lattimore's research
foundation and addressing these new research questions, scholars can contribute to a
more comprehensive and in - depth understanding of China's southern borderlands in
the 21st century.
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